THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

Tai belief
in its
eternity.

wish to extinguish it never crossed the mind of the bar-
barians1. The conception of that Empire was too uni-
versal, too august, too enduring. It was everywhere
around them, and they could remember no time when it
lad not been so. It had no association of people or
place whose fall could seem to involve that of the whole
fabric; it had that connection with the Christian Church
which made it all-embracing and venerable.

There were especially two ideas whereon it rested, and
from which it obtained a peculiar strength and a peculiar
direction- The one was the belief that as the dominion
of Rome was universal, so must it be eternal. Nothing
like it had been seen before. The empire of Alexander
had lasted a short lifetime; and within its wide compass
were included many arid wastes, and many tracts where
none but the roving savage had ever set foot. That of
the Italian city had for fourteen generations embraced all
the most wealthy and populous regions of the civilized
world, and had laid the foundations of its power so deep
that they seemed destined to last for ever. If Rome
moved slowly for a time, her foot was always planted
firmly: the ease and swiftness of her later conquests
proved the solidity of the earlier; and to her, more justly
than to his own city, might the boast of the Athenian
historian be applied: that she advanced farthest in pro-
sperity, and in adversity drew back the least From the
end of the republican period her poets, her orators, her
jurists, ceased not to repeat the claim of world-dominion,
and confidently predict its eternityk. The proud belief of
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